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nWe  have  the  spirit  of  our  race  In  us;  Let's  march  forward  toward 
the  establishment  of  the  New  Order"  urges  President  of  the  Planning 
Board  at  the  lecture  on  Overcoming  the  Difficult  Situation. 

At  the  "Mass  lecture  Meeting  on  Overcoming  the  Difficult  Situation" 
held  at  Hibiya  Hall  on  the  25th  under  the  auspices  of  the  Imperial  Rule 
Assistance  Association  in  order  to  rally  the  nation's  spirit  to  meet 
the  grave  situation,  SUZUKI,  President  of  the  Planning  Board,  delivered 
the  following  address.  He  made  a  remarkable  impression  on  the  minds 
of  a  hundred  million  by  declaring  that  self-sufficiency  in  the  national 
defense  economy,  which  is  based  on  the  East  Asia  Co-Prosperity  Sphere, 
could  be  achieved  by  the  united  spiritual  strength  of  the  nation.  At 
the  same  time  he  criticized  severely  the  unjustneso  practiced  in  order 
to  acquire  colonies  in  the  Orient,  by  the  hostile  countries  of  the 
United  States  and  Britain,  who  are  trying  to  block  Japan's  way. 

t 

The  Cist  of  the  Address 

The  present  world  is  in  the  crucible  of  cataclysm.  I  believe  that 
this  worldwide  war  is  certainly  neither  a  temporary  nor  a  local  prob-' 
lem  but  is  something  which  is  following  a  course  toward  an  extremely 
fundamental  war.  I  dare  say  that  this  world  war  will  in  the  future 
display  all  manner  of  phenomena,  and  will  continue  its  disturbances 
until  such  time  as  a  new  order  is  firmly  established  and  a  leading 
power  decided. 

No  matter  how  the  world  situation  may  change,  our  national  policy 
established  upon  the  Divine  Message  will  never  be  shaken.  However,  in 
the  course  of  proceeding  t«  carry  out  this  national  policy  there  now 
exist  many  obstacles,  and  beyond  these  will  appear  still  greater 
obstacles. 

In  order  to  surmount  these  obstacles  and  accomplish  our  national 
policy,  the  nation  must  be  rapidly  consolidated  and  firmly  established 
on  a  basis  of  national  defense.  The  strongest  foundation  of  a  nation 
organized  for  national  defense  is  the  national  spirit  that  its  people 
possess.  As  regards  national  spirit,  I  am  convinced  that  what  our 
Japanese  Empire  has  is  superior  to  that  of  any  country  in  the  world. 

The  other  characteristic  of  a  nation  organized  for  national  defense  is 
the  physical  one,  vhich  is  based  on  this  spirit.  Ao  to  this  phase, 

Japan  has,  in  the  prooess  of  her  past  economic  development,  excessively 
adopted  systems  which  existed  in  foreign  lands.  The  physical  character¬ 
istic  of  a  notion  organized  for  national  defense  is  the  firm  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  system  of  Belf-suff iciency  in  materials  which  are  essential 
to  a  nation  so  organized. 
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To  achieve  thie  eelf-auff iciency  is  by  no  means  easy,  but  it  is 
not  impossible.  To  do  this,  a  system  of  self-sufficiency  in  East  Asia 
shall  be  established  by  combining  the  natural  resources  of  Japan,  Man- 
chukuo  and  China  with  those  throughout  such  regions  as  French  Indo- 
China,  Thailand,  the  South  Seas,  etc.  I  believe  that  if  this  system 
of  economic  self- sufficiency  were  once  established,  it  would  immedia¬ 
tely  be  posaible  for  Japan  to  declare  her  ideas  to  the  world  and  take 
the  lead  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  world  order. 

However,  the  present  situation  requires  us  to  exploit  by  ourselves 
the  resources  in  such  areas  of  Japan,  Manchuria,  China,  and  French  Indo- 
Chlna  as  are  held  by  force  of  tho  Imperial  Army  pad  to  utilize  them  in 
the  system  of  self-sufficiency.  This,  it  is  by  no  means  easy.  Hereafter, 
therefore,  we  shall  have  to  cut  down  to  the  lowest  ooneible  limit  our 
moans  of  living,  which  hitherto  has  had  no  direct  connection  with  the 
nation  as  organized  for  national  defense,  and  shift  it  in  the  direction 
of  the  nation  eo  organized.  At  present  our  nation  should  proceed  along 
the  path  which  follows  the  precepts  of  the  Divine  Message  and  which, 
being  fair  and  just,  is  true  and  infallible  in  all  places. 

.  In  regard  to  this,  however,  what  about  the  attitude  of  Britain 
the  United  States  and  other  countries?  They  denounce  what  our  country 
does  as  aggression.  Howevor,  looking  back  now  at  what  they  have  done 
in  the  pant,  we  are  confronted  with  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
they  have  any  grounds  for  criticism  of  our  country's  actions. 

History  remains  undeniable.  How  did  they  take  India,  divide 
Africa,  and  go  on  to  seize  Manila,  HongKong  and  Shanghai?  And  how 
did  they  take  Java,  Hawaii  and  the  Philippines?  How  can  they  still 
be  qualified  to  criticize  what  another  country  does? 

Properly  speaking,  the  fundamental  cause  of  the  present  world  con¬ 
flict  lies  in  the  maintenance  ef  the  otatus  quo  which  is  based  on  their 
utilitarian  ideas.  Since  the  Ottawa  Conference,  the  world's  economic 
circles  have  fallen  into  utter  confusion.  Therefore,  if  we  are  faced 
in  the  future  with  a  still  greeter  worldwide  conflict,  the  blame  will 
reBt  on  Churchill  of  England  and  Roosevelt.  Reflecting  upon  and 
repentant  of  the  path  they  have  followed,  they  should  rectify  the 
course  they  are  to  take. 

Moreover,  our  nation  has  a  racial  spirit  which  no  other  people 
in  the  world  can  equal,  and  it  is  this  unity  that  is  most  essential 
in  warfare.  Could  there  be  in  the  world  any  other  nation  of  70  million 
people  having  a  common  spirit  and  common  ideas? 

It  will  be  sufficient  if,  at  the  time  of  greatest  importance  to 
the  nation's  survival,  we  rely  upon  our  racial  spirit  and  put  our 
possessions  to  practical  use.  Therefore,  I  am  convinced  that  whatever 
situation  may  henceforth  confront  us,  our  country,  having  really 


Wr'*Z:&/- 

&J,  ^'V.v; 


» 


v::  -  -':,i 


< H 

*  m 


IPS  DOC.  NO.  3210 


Page  3* 


bright  prospect 8,  cen  become  a  leading  power  In  the  new  world  order. 
Ve  all  really  strengthen  our  awareness  that  we  are  Japanese  and 
thoroughly  comprehend  the  basic  principle  of  the  national  structure 
so  ns  to  overcome  the  difficult  situation. 
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